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MINISTERS 
Acts xx. 24, 25, 26, 27. 
But none of theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
mny/elf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the minifiry 
wich I have reterved of tht Lord Jeſus to 496% the goſpel of the 
ace of God, And now behold, I know that ye all, among whom 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my face no 


more. Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. For I have not ſhunned to declare unto 


you all the counſel of God, 


H ERE the Apoſtle proceeds not to boaſt of him- 
felf, but to clear himſelf, of any charge and ſurmiſe 
of miniſterial miſcarriages, and alfo to propound him- 
ſelf as a Oe of miniſterial faithfulneſs to the elders 
of that church at Epheſus; and here again, our apoſtle 
inſtances in his holy and heroick reſolution and ac- 
tivity for God; I know that bonds and afflictions abide 
me, nevertheleſs I go bound in the ſpirit to Jeruſalem, 
and nothing moves me; as if he had ſaid, I am fully 
reſolved, (by the grace of God enabling) that nothing 
ſhall divert me from my duty, neither deterring fear, 
nor deluding favour of men, ſhall ever affect me; but 

I will go out, and go on in the ſtrength of Chriſt, run- 
ning my race with patience, and finiſhing my courſe 
with- joy. The apprehenſion of ſufferings mult not 
ſhake the reſolutions of a chriſtian, much lefs daunt 
the courage of a goſpel miniſter. For he ſays, None 
of thele things move me. True miniſterial courage 
delights in the air of that danger where duty dwells, 


and will neither be beaten off from doing an — 
ent 


4 + 
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bent duty, nor be beaten on to compliance with any 
known fin. The minifters of Chriſt ſhould endeavour, 
not only to finiſh their miniſtry and courſe of chriſti- 
anity with faithfulneſs, but with joy; and that they 
may do ſo, let them ſee that they give up themſelves 
wholly to the ſervice of Chriſt without reſtriction or 
reſerve, and live daily by faith on the mediation of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. St. Paul bid defiance to death 
and danger, for he wiſhed to finiſh his courſe with joy. 
He declares his impartiality in preaching the colber 
ver. 27. I have not ſhunned to declare unto you all 
the counſel of God: he did not ſay he had declared 
the whole counſel of God, for who but God himſelf 
ean do that: but he had not ſhunned to declare the 
whole counſel of God; that is, he had not concealed 
from them any truth neceſſary to ſalvation, and this 
freed him fromthe blood of ſouls ; if any periſh it 
was not his fault; but their blood was upon themſelves. 
I take you (ſays he) to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men: it is happy when the mi- 
niſters of God can appeal to the conſciences of their 
people, and ſummon them as witneſſes to bear record 

for them at the bar of Chriſt. Laſtly, the Apoitle ' 
tells them, they were never like to ſee his face again: 
a cutting killing word. How would it fire the zeal of 
miniſters, and inflame the affections of a people, did 
they remember, that in a ſhort time they mult ſee the 
faces, and hear the voices of each other no more? 
Lord, what fervent prayer for, what yearning of 
bowels towards, periſhing ſinners, ſhould thy miniſters 
have? what zeal for their converſion, what endea- 
vours for their ſalvation ? oy oY | 


Is the yrixsT place, I ſhall tell you what manner of 
perſons miniſters ought to be, and their duty, and how 
Mamefully they neglect it. | ite 


- SzcovDLy, The wicked miniſter's puniſhment. 
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N And ruaixbry and LASTLY, The happineſs the good 
miniſter will enjoy at the Laſt Day, 


Fixsr, 


L 5 7 . 
Finxsr, What perſons are fit to be miniſters, The 
man who has lived a ſober virtuous life, and, while. 
he was at the placeof learning, avoided evil company, 
and who wiſhed and .longed to be a miniſter. of the 
Lord, that he might do much good, and be the happy 
inſtrument (under God) of converting many from the 
evil of their ways: the man that does thus is fit; but 
how many are choſen miniſters, *'who lead wicked 
lives? who ſeek for livings-only to get gain. The 
life will be eaſy (ſay they) for we have only two fer- 
mons to preach on a Sunday, and all the reſt of the 
week is our own. Are ye not ſhepherds ? why then 
do ye neglett to feed the flock ? you muſt feed it with 
wholeſome doctrine and overlook it continually, and 
watch over it with unwearied diligence; how can 
the flock be duly watched over, when the ſhepherd 
lives ſeveral miles from the fold, and is following his 
pleaſure, when he ſhould be feeding his ſheep? Or 
do many feed the flock (tho' but poorly) for the ſake 
of the fleece? I fear too many do, See 1 Peter v. 2, g. 
Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as 
being lords over God's heritage, but being enſamples 
to the loc, _ A | 


Wurnx ye get up into the pulpit and ſee your flock 
around, do you think a few words hurried over will 
do any good? Perhaps to ſave trouble, you may take 

other men's works and read them over, and then go 
home and ſay, I have preached a very good ſermon. 
When alas! you never in all your life reached one 
ſermon to convert a poor ſoul. Of what ule willitbe to 
hurry over your ſermons, and then hurry away into 
company and forget that you are ſervants to the King of 
Heaven, No my friends, it will never do, without 
you do more for God and poor ſouls. Why will ye not 
do as ye ought, and go round to your poor people, 
_ viſiting and praying with them, — earneſtly intreat- 


ing them to ſeek the Lord that they may be ſaved. 
1 Tim. iv. 16. Take heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy 
doctrine; continue in them, for in doing this, thou 
Malt both ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee. 


O man! 


ST .- 
O man! whoever thou art that neglects to do ay duty, 
think how great will be thy puniſhment ! confider the 
ſucceſs of thy doctrine depends upon the goodneſs of 
thy life! you muſt do as well as teach; for who will 
believe you in the pulpit, if you contradi& yourſelf in 
your converſation ; tis not enough for you to be inno- 
tent, unleſs you appear ſo; therefore take heed to thy 
— DO Od ON W 


Vovsx firſt duty is to take heed to yourſelves; the 
ſecond is, to take heed to all the flock; for he that 
negledcts his own foul, will never take a faithful care of 
the ſouls of others. You muſt firſt look to yourſelves, 
that you be fit for the employment you undertake; this 
is not a burthen for a child's ſhoulder ; he that is him- 
ſelf a babe in knowledge, is altogether unfit to teach 
men the myſteries of ſalvation. See 1 Tim. iv. 15. 
Meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear to alt, Think you that are mi- 
niſters, that if thoſe who were inſpired, and divinely 
qualified, muſt yet read, meditate, ſtudy hard, and 
employ their whole time to fit themfelves for the mi- 
niſterial work; what ſhall we think of the ignorance 
and impudence of our lay-preachers, who without 
any ſuch divine qualification, and without any call or 
commiſſion, without giving themſelves wholly to theſe 
things, dare preſume to teach the ſcriptures, when they 
never underſtood them and can hardly read them. 
Fake heed that your example does not contradi& your 
doctrine; that your practice does not give your pro- 
feſſion the lie, that you do as well as teach; not preach- 
ing angelical ſermons,” and leading diabolical lives ; 
but ſecuring that grace yourſelves, which you offer 
unto others, and ſhunning that fin yourſelves, which 
you condemn in others: and this becauſe, you have a 
depraved nature, and vicious inclinations in you as 
well as others; yea, when others have only their ſouls 
to account for; you have not only your own, but others 
too; ina word, becauſe your fins do more diſhonour 
God, more diſcredit religion, more gratify the Devil, 
more harden ſinners, and have more of wilfulneſs in 
them, more perfidiouſneſs in them, and more hipocriſy 
in them, then other men's: and you will certainly be 
| f | | adjudged 


{ 8 7 - | 
e God to a double damnation for them. 
With, a couſtant care and laborigus diligence. you 
. Thould acquaint all with their duty, inform them of 
their danger, ſhew them where their happineſs lies, an 
the ways and means for attaining of it. And you muſfl 
labour to be acquainted with the * of all your peo- 
pls as fully as you can; you mult, as the Apoſtle did 
before you, viſit your people from houſe to houſe, that 


you may know their perſons, know their inclinations, 
and know the manner of their converſation ; what ſins 
they are moſt in danger of, what temptations moſt liable 
to, and what duties they neglect, either for the matter 
or manner of them, and give them the beſt encou- 
ragement, directions and aſſiſtance you are able. 
Often be earneſtly adviſing them to remember to keep 
the Sabbath-day holy, and adviſe them to avoid all 
ſinful company, and ſpeaking idle words for which 
they muſt give an account at laſt. Deſire them to be 
careful to avoid walk ing abroad onthe Sabbath-day with 
idle company, and that they after they go home from 
church do ſpend the remainder of che Sabbath in pray- 
ing, reading the Bible, and ſinging plalms and hymns, 


Ir any of your flock are ſick, and tho' they do not 
ſend for you, yet if you hear they are fo, it is your 
duty to go; for in ſickneſs they want your help and 
aſſiſtance moſt, when they deſire it leaſt; and by re- 
fuſing to go, you may loſe the laſt, and perhaps the 
beſt opportunity of doing good unto them. if your 
people, through ſtupidity and inſenſibility, omit their 
duty in not ſending for you; God forbid that, either 
through pride or ſluggifſhneſs, you ſhould negle@ your 
duty in going to them. Too often you do not hear 
that your people are lick, *till the bell tells you they 
are dead; if therefore, by any means you gain the 
knowledge of their condition apply yourſelves with 
all your might to their aid, and ſtay with them ſome 
time, and ſearch them thoroughly; for what uſe is it to 
take your —— out of your pocket and read a 
few printed prayers, and then hurry away from the 
poor perſon. Kneel down by them and throw aſide 
your book and pray earneſtly by them, (for he is a 
poor parſon that cannot pray without his book) _ be 
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often with them and never leave them while they are 
alive. And it may be, that your pious endeavours 
may be crowned with joy and rejoicing; and the 
poor ſinner believing and trembling and ſorrowing 
For his miſpent life may be Ry converted (through 
God's aſſiſtance.) This will be happy for you who 
have been (under God) the happy inſtrument of ſav- 
Inga ſoul. This good action of yours will not be for- 

otten at the Laſt Day. Therefore forget not the poor 
fick, leſt God be more angry with you for not going 
to them, than with them for not ſending to you; imi- 
tating our bleſſed Lord, who is found of them that 
ſought him not, for faithful miniſters of Chriſt do 
judge no labour and pains too great, no ſtrivings and 
ſufferings too much, no” contending with the errors 
and fins of men ſufficient, in order to the bringing of 
them to God by converſion and repentance. And ſuch 
miniſters as indefatigably labour and ſtrive for the 

ood of ſouls ſhall not labour and ſtrive alone; they 
Mall be accompanied with divine aſſiſtance: Chriſt 
will ſtrive with them, and work with them. When 
miniſters have met with ſucceſs, in their ſtriving by 
_ Chriſt working with them, they muſt aſcribe nothing 
of praiſe to themſelves, to their own piety, parts or 
pains; but aſcribe all to him, that ſtriveth by them, 
and worketh in them mightily. Think before you 
engage in the miniſtry, what an arduous taſk you are 
going to undertake; for the miniſtry is a laborious and 
arduous work : neither angels nor men are of them- 
felves ſufficient for it, without proportionable aſſiſtance 


from God. You muſt bear up againſt all diſcourage: 


ments, and encounter all oppoſitions: let the way be 
what it will, fair or foul, a green carpet way, or a 
dirty way, you muſt not be frightened at any diffi- 
culties, but patiently endure afflictions of all ſorts, and 
chearfully undergo ſufferings of all kinds, and exer- 
ciſing all manner of ſelf-denial for the goſpel's ſake. 


Le r it not grieve thee to ſee men who call themſelves 
miniſters, and who enjoy ſeveral places; and inſtead 
of watching over their flock, they employ others, 
while they themſelves live in grandeur and pride, 
How many biſhops, deans, and doQtors GE VERY 
a * . e "45" 


FOI: By | 
their | meer in their gilded carriages and lookin 
with ſcorn upon all that are not ſo great as themſelves? 
Are they ſerving their Lord and Maſter? No ſurely. 
He travelled on foot, enduring pain and hunger, en- 
compaſſed with dangers; and he ſuffered all this to 
fave ſouls, - Perhaps theſe men may read over a ſermon 
now and then, and they think the labour great and return 
home weary with the paſt duty. How great will be 
the fall of theſe mighty miniſters, who do nothing for 
Chriſt, nor ſtrive to win ſouls? They negle@ their 
duty; and great will be their condemnation, when 
called upon at the Laſt Day to give an account what 
they have done for ſouls. They will be ſtruck dumb, 
and will be ſeized with horror and amazement.— Are 
there not many who poſſeſs three or four fat livings, who 
fit at home ſnug and at eaſe, and who prefer the fire - ſide 
and an eaſy chair before the endeavouring to win ſouls 
to Chriſt, What are ye thinking of, and how often 
do ye leave the care of immortal ſouls committed to 
your charge, to a gentleman who is frequently endued 
with more wiſdom and learning than yourſelves; but 
he has not ſufficient intereſt with my good lord the 
— to obtain a collation; conſequently he is obliged 
to officiate as your curate, perhaps for ſurplice — 
or an annual ſtipend, ſcarce adequate to the wages of 
a journeyman taylor. Are ye not very careful in 
collecting your tythes? I with ye were as careful to 
gather immortal ſouls to Chriſt. Such Teachers! 
— Biſhops and Deans! who are a ſcandal to chriſti- 
anity. O what will become of them | they will be 
miſerable for ever in another world. There they will 
have no coach and fix to carry their vile carcaſes about. 


Ys that wiſh to ſerve the bleſſed Lord with ſincerity 
be ſtedfaſt, and go on with reſolution, for you will have 
many enemies to encounter and conflict with. Such 
as Satan's temptations, the world's perſecutions, finners 
corrupt luſts and affections. Let the miniſters of God 

then reckon before hand upona toilſome and troubleſome 
life; for if they reſolve to be faithful, the Deyil will 
lant all his artillery againſt them. Nevertheleſs, for 
our comfort, God will, at the reckoning day, account 
and treat ſuch as ſpiritual fathers, who have been _—_ 
He : tul, 
=4 


3 . | 
ſul, though; unſueteſsſul in the work of Chriſt, Are 
ou willing teſpend and have ſpent, not only your time, 
ut your ſtrength, life, and health: if you are willing 
20 do this for Chriſt, great will be your reward. Oh 
how tender are ſome of their carcaſe ! bow fearful of 
their ſkin? how ſparing of their pains for fear of 
KHontening of their days, and haſtening their end! 
ahereas the lamp of your lives can never burn out 
better than in lighting others to Heaven: is it not bet- 
ter that your fleſh conſume with induſtry and uſeful. 
neſs, than wear out with ruſt and idleneſs! as it is the 
Auty, fo 'tis the diſpoſition, of the faithful winiſters 
of Chriſt to ſpend and to be ſpent for ſouls. And 
= | 7G ——_ care not 2 — Ip in- 

their y appetites, giving the fem Whatever 

It — gthay it nothing it deſires, pamper- 
ing the body to the prejudice of the foul; they go not 
an St. Paul's road to Heaven, but the contrary; they 
gratify what be mortified; they indulge what he ſub- 
aued; he adminiſtered to the wants, they to the wan- 
tonneſs, of: the fleſh. How many of them will preach 
againſt the uſing of cards and dice, and will them- 
Jelves ſpend many hours at the card-table coveting to 
win money. How great will be their condemnation ! 
Nor is it proper that miniſters. ſhould be ſeen in an 
ale-houſe, as too many of them are. If you reprove 
a man (as one did once faying) I wonder friend how 
thou can't fpend thy time in an ale-houſe ſo much, 
and often at cards? The man anſwered, What 
Harm 1s there in it, when our miniſter goes there ? 
What harm in playing a game at cards, when-our 
miniſter often is ſeen playing at cards? Shall we not 
ſpend our money at cock-fighting, for our miniſter 
does the ſame? May we not go to the play-houſe when 
the players come? for our miniſter is often there. 
Nay, he is a juſtice of the peace, and gives them 
Jeave to make a play-houſe of his barn.” How 
ſhocking to hear of theſe things. Therefore a mini- 
Ker who has been all his life a preacher may at laſt 
rove a caſt-away, for as he did not do as he bid 
others, therefore he will be puniſhed. See Luke x11. 
46. and following verſes. The Lord of that ſervant will 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an _ 
when 


„5 i 
when he is not aware. And ſoon.— Thus the negligent 
ſte ward and unfaithful miniſter is deſcribed : next his 
ſentence is declared, —iſt, Chriſt will ſurpriſe him in 
ſin and ſecurity, by coming in an hour when he lookt not 
For kim. He will execute temporal vengeance upon 
him, He will cut him in pieces. God ſeldom ſuffers flothful 
miniſters to live out half their days. Chriſt will puniſh 
= them with eternal deſtruction alſo, and appoinc them their 
: portion with unbelievers, - Teaching us that ſuch mi- 
niſters as negle@ the ſervice of God and the ſouls of 
their people, as they are ranked amongſt the worſt ſet 
of ſinners in this life, ſo ſhall they be puniſhed with 
them in the ſevereſt manner in the next. When Sa- 
tan deftroys the ſouls of men, he ſhall anſwer for it 
as a murderer only; not as an officer that was intruſted 
with the care of ſouls. Woe to thoſe miniſters who at 
the great day hear diſtreſſed ſouls roaring out their 
complaints, and howling forth that doleful accufation 
againſt their miniſters, ſaying, © Lord! our ſtewards 
. 4 have defrauded us, our watchmen have betrayed us, 
: dur guides have miſled us.” : 


 TarnvLy, The wicked miniſter's puniſhment. His 
moments are faſt running on, his life ſoon will be end- 
ed, and he will go to the place appointed for the dead; 
while he lived he was often called upon to attend the 
corpſe of ſome of his people, and when he went to 
the grave did he think that he was doing for others 
what muſt ſome time or other be done for himſelf? O 
miniſter ! thou art now committing the duſt of one of 
thy flock to the ſilent grave, where it muſt remain till 
Y 7 the laſt trump ſhall ſound; thou wilt ſoon be in the 
5 ſame condition, death will ſoon cloſe thy eyes, and 
another will perform the ſorrowful ceremony over 
thy ſad remains; thou wilt be committed to the duſt, 
and ſoon forgotten; but when the Jaſt trump ſhall 
found thou muſt ariſe, and appear before the Lord 
Jeſus who will be thy judge; then will appear thoſe 
that attended to hear thy preaching while thou waſt 
in the world: and thou muſt give an account how thou 
ſpendeſt thy time, and what good thou didſt for Chriſt 
while thou waſt his miniſter; then will appear againſt 
thee many, accuſing thee, and ſay ing, He-preached to 
a 
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ms, and we got no good by it; for he ſpent his time 
in the ale-houſe, and was ſtupified with drink, and ſet 
us a bad example. Had he done right, he would have 
come and prayed by us, and adviſed us to have done 
avell. We did ſee him in the pulpit on a Sunday, but 
all the week after he came not near us. Our own 
fooliſhneſs and the bad example he ſet before us, has 
been the cauſe of our ruin. We did not till too late, 
remember St. Paul's words, which were: For 1 
<< know this, that after my departing ſhall grievous wotves 
enter in among — 3 Tock.” See Acts xx. 
29. How grievous, how cutting, will ſuch reflections 
de; to be compared to a ravening wolf ;—and why?— 
Secauſe you {ſuffered the Devil, the mortal enemy of 
poor ſouls, to enter in and tempt and worry thy flock, 
when thou mighteſ have kept him out, and triumphed 
over him. How great will be thy puniſhment to- be 
accuſed and condemned to eternal. miſery ? You that 
Was a miniſter, that liſted under Chriſt's banner, that 
proclaimed yourſelf in the world to be a miniſter of 
__ Chriſt, and — did not do your duty, now when too 
late you will wiſh you had done well. When the 

gudge ſhall fay, Who profited by thy ſermons?. Didft 
thou think fooliſh man that a few prayers hurried over 
would convert ſouls? No! no! it required great pains 
and an unwearied diligence and an earneſt begging 
poor ſouls to come and be ſaved. Thou waſt choſen 
to be a miniſter, but thought the burden too great, and 
ſhifted it off thyſelf and laid it upon others. The fall 
of Judas who was an apoſtle and miniſter, ought to 
Have made thee very earneſt in prayer to thy God to 
Keep thee, that the Devil might have had no power 
over thee to draw thee into a ſnare to ruin thee for- 
ever, which he has done. Thou kneweſt what a 
crael deceitful enemy he was: why didſt thou not 
remember St. Paul, he began ill but ended well? Thou 
walſt taught when thou waſt young who the Lord was, 
but like Judas thou began well but ended ill. The 
intereſt of the great obtained ſeveral places for thee, 
and  covetouſneſs and fin has been the cauſe of thy 
ruin: ſometimes thou haſt got up into the pulpit, and 
how ought thy ſoul to have triumphed with joy to ſee 


the young, the old, the rich, the poor, aſſembled to 
0 | | hear 
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hear thee, and how earneſtly oughteſt thou to have: 
begged of them to come and be ſaved, to beg them to 
fly into the arms of their Redeemer. But ſoon was thy 
ſermon ended and thou waſt glad that the toilſome 
work was done. Caſt ye the unprofitable ſervant into 
that puniſhment which is prepared for the wicked. 
Then will the wicked minifterſmite upon his breaſt and 
ſay, * O wretched man that I am, I was a miniſter, 
but cared not what became of my people which were 
“ put under my care. How did I hurry over the ſervice 
„ and my ſermons, and how glad was I when I had 
© done; then I hurried away into company, and 
* often I went to the ale-houſe, and then to the play- 
© houſe, and forgot that I was a ſervant of the Lord, 
& and that if I did my duty, I ſhould meet with a re- 
% ward worth more than ten thouſand worlds; but 
% now all is too late. O ſtupid wretched creature that 
© IF have been; how could I forget that eternal joy 
© that was prepared for the good. O how amazingly 
c ſtupid have i been, that ever I could forget eternal 
% joy, eternal woe, the eternal God and the place of the 
© unchangeable abodes. In yonder world I might have 
% had life, but would not; and now how fain would 
© I have death, but cannot! how quick were my fins 
in the execution, and how long is their puniſhment 
in duration! how ſhall I dwell with everlaſting. 
“ burnings! O miſerable man that I am! I am now 
4 to go into everlaſting ſorrow.” There the Devils will 
mock and ſay, There is the man that put his hand to 
the plough and drew back. Where are all the people 
that thou didſt convert? there is not one to ſpeak for 
thee, and to give thee a character. All are ſilent, 
and not one of the many thouſands that heard thee 
breach will fay, that thou didſt convert him from ſin. 
hou didſt preach over other men's ſermons, not car- 
Ing to be at the trouble of mak ing thy own; thou didſt 
but little for thy maſter, and has been ſerviceable to us 
when thou mighteſt have done us much harm; but now 
it is too late for thee to amend ; time is paſt, for thou 
didſt chooſe thy good things in yonder world and muſt 
ſuffer in this; for as thou didſt ſerve the Devil in the 
world, fo thou muſt dwell with him in eternal tor- 
ments; fire and brimſtone will be thy food both __ 


* b 60 Age ponds ry never more wilt thou enjoy 
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had under my care. I have with the help and aſſiſtance 


of an Almighty hty friend, endeavoured to. do my duty. 

d arvund the grave, I deſire — 
warning; for you muſt all ſooner or later be in the 
condition this man is in, cold as clay, and be committed 
to the ſilent grave. O now cry! while you have 


ious time, to God! for your 2 and ceffin will 
loon be prepared; your glaſs has but a inal ſand left- 
In it and foon will our”. . tr oe 


* 2 


beat The good. mibiſter in the ulpit will L 


tell all their faults, and beg them to forlake them? 
When he hears that any of his flock are drunken and- 
idle: he will go to them, and endeavour to win them 


to ſoberneſs and Chriſt; yea, he will rejoice if they re- 
form ant turn to the Lord. Happy 
that doeth thus, when he lieth on his dying bed, and 


is the en 


remembers that he has done his duty, — that he is 
going to a happy world where he will meet with many 
of his people, and all will join in ſinging the praiſes of 
the bleſſe Jeſus. He dies and is laid in the grave, 
his people follow, mourning the loſs of their faith- 


ful Paſtor; but when the laſt trump ſhall Tound, he 


* 


will ariſe, and, with the happy number whom he con- 
verted (Wich God's affiſtance) from the error of their 
ways, will appear before the judge, and will hear the 
Joyful ſentence; Well done, — and faithful ſervant, 
enter into thy maſter” 8 joy. E 
Tat ap Tv, The good ininiſters will have an addi- 


23 Joy and glory from che ſucceſs of their . 
an 


* . s 
* . > 


. How different will be the condition of: 
the faithful miniſter, the ſervant of the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, hen he goes to perform the laſt ceremony 
over the grave of one «7 his people ; he ſheds the 
__ tear, andfays, There is one gone whom I attended 
in his — 2 and 8 ho — dear now 
8 is a At the Laſt Day he will appear, and 
2 for 2 281 op many —— will abr 4.9 I have: 


* 


38 


and pa nful labours which God has crownell bylclr ti 
convention and edification of many ſouls!” Lord whe 


' would not ſtudy, ſpend and be ſpent in the ſervice of 


ſuch a maſter; is it not worth all our labour and ſuffers 
ings to Wr in the preſence of Chriſt; aecompanied 
with all thofe fouls, whom we have infffrumentally 
either brought home; or built up in the moſt holy 
faith, either converted, comforted, or confirmed in 


the way to Heaven, To hear one ſpiritual child ſay, 


Lord this is the inſtrument by whom believed; ano- 


ther, this is the miniſter by whom I was eſtabliſhed ; 


% 


Lord; I have kept an exact account of "oc 


a third, this is he that Quitkened the by his example, 
and provoked me to a heavenly love, and to good 
works. O bleſſed be God that ever I ſaw his face, and 
Heard his voice: but, Lord, what will it be to hear 
thy bleſſed voice, ſaying. to us, Well done good 
and faithful ſervants, enter into the joy of me your 


fervent prayers for your people, of all your in 
tive and perſwaſive ſermons, of all your fighs 


C- 


d 


groans, poured forth before me on behalf of thoſe whom 


you would have perſwaded to be happy, but they 


would not. Every tear from your eye, and drop of 


fweat from your face, ſhall now meet with an eter- 


nal ano pane you ſhall now find me according to 


my promiſe, not unrighteous to forget your wotk 
labour of love. O! what a maſter do the miniſters 
of Chit 

for him, who has the aſſurance of ſuch an exceeding 


and eternal weight of glory. 


LasTLY, May all think- of this! may all be good 
and remember, that they are to live in this world but 


# little time, and then they muſt leave it. There is 


a happy and glorious world prepared for them that 
love, fear, and obey the Ling 7 and that all may be 
happy and arrive at Heaven is the wiſh of every good 
perion, | 

THe foul when it leaves the body flies up to Heaven; 
and never again can be aſſaulted with temptations; thoſe 
hat arrive in ſafety there, need never to fear any 
urt from enemies, nor any bitterneſs to digeſt, O 


dear 


ſerve; who would not facrifice all that is dear 


». * — — 
* 


Wr 


f -* 
ſ6ul thou art going to reap. and enjoy the bleſſe® _ 


s 


Sof thy Saviour's. victories, and to be eternally.  -* 
A with the celeſtial pleaſures that are at the right _ 
f the God of mercies. ' And now to the blefled © 
Saviour be everlaſting honours paid forever 
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